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UPDATE
DEAR FRIEND:

Whether you hunt deer, turkey, waterfowl or small game, Michigan offers some of the finest 
hunting opportunities around.  

Sportsmen all over the state enjoy our bountiful resources and rich hunting tradition. In fact, 
Michigan’s hunting participation rate–the percent of residents who have a hunting license–ranks 
third in the nation! 

Before you head out, I want to send along some information, including legislative news, season 
dates, regulation changes and more.  Be sure to visit www.michigan.gov/hunting to stay current 
on rule changes or other important news. 

I am committed to protecting our hunting rights and heritage. As always, please feel free to 
contact me with any questions or concerns.

Best wishes for a safe and successful hunting season!

 Sincerely,

S TAT E  S E N AT O R  

DALE W.  
ZORN
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OUTDOOR MICHIGAN: A RESOURCE 
FOR WOUNDED VETERANS
Michigan Operation Freedom Outdoors has a mission:  

“Helping people come back to the outdoors.”  

The program, a partnership between the DNR, veterans organizations 
and other groups, provides outstanding outdoor recreation opportunities 
to wounded veterans and individuals with health challenges.  Hunts and 
other activities take place at DNR-managed Sharonville State Game 
Area and the neighboring Camp Liberty property.

To inquire about the availability of services and resources, from events  
to individual outdoor opportunities, contact the project coordinator at  
734-612-6677.

ZORN 
SUPPORTS NEW 

LAWS TO BAN 
USE OF DRONES

Generations of sportsmen and women have enjoyed hunting in Michigan’s 
great outdoors. Senate bills–now law–will prevent others from interfering with 
our hunting heritage and uphold the integrity of the sport. Public Acts 12 and 
13 of 2015 ban the use of unmanned aerial vehicles, or drones, from being 
used to harass hunters or to take game. The measures ensure “fair chase” 
hunting practices and protect hunters from stalking or harassment.

HUNTING IN 
MICHIGAN
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$2.3 BILLION 

TO MICHIGAN’S 
ECONOMY

IN 2014, MICHIGAN  
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2014 
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SAFETY FIRST! 
For the first time, Michigan recorded no 

fatalities during all hunting seasons last year. 

There were 10 injury incidents reported for 
the year and that tied with 2013 for the 

fewest number of incidents since the state 
started tracking them in the 1940s. 

Find more information, including a report on 
the current 2015 season, at  

www.michigan.gov/conservationofficers. 

LICENSE NEWS 
All hunters are required to have a base hunting license before 
purchasing other licenses. Hunters are encouraged to carry their 
base license at all times when hunting.

License Type Under 
Age 10

Junior
Age: 10-16

Resident
Age: 17+

Senior
Age: 65+

Mentored Youth License $7.50 — — —
Base License  
(valid as small game license) -
Valid through March 31, 2016

— $6.00 $11.00 $5.00

Hunt/Fish Combo 
(includes: base license, deer combo, and 
all species fish license)

— $76.00 $76.00 $43.00

Deer (one kill tag) — $20.00 $20.00 $8.00
Deer Combo (two kill tags) — $40.00 $40.00 $28.00
Waterfowl — $12.00* $12.00 $12.00
* Fee does not apply to youth 10-15 years of age. See 2015 Michigan Hunting and Trapping Digest for complete information.

Fall wild turkey and  
antlerless deer license cost  

and season information  
is available in species-specific 

hunting digests at  
www.michigan.gov/dnrdigests.



A LOOK BACK AT 2014

In 2014, an estimated 614,593 hunters 
spent more than 8 million days afield. 
Those hunters harvested about  
329,000 deer. 

Statewide, 41 percent of hunters 
harvested a deer; about 11 percent 
harvested two or more deer. Less than  
4 percent of hunters statewide  
harvested two antlered bucks.

Over 12 percent of the license buyers in 
2014 were younger than 17 years old. 
About 174,558 hunters used a crossbow 
during the archery season and 34% of 
those hunters harvested a deer.

DEER HUNTING UPDATE
A LOOK AHEAD TO THE 2015 SEASON

EARLY ANTLERLESS FIREARM (See Antlerless Deer Digest) .........Sept. 19-20

LIBERTY HUNT  
(youth, hunters with disabilities, inc. 100% disabled veterans*) .......................Sept. 19-20

INDEPENDENCE HUNT 
(hunters with disabilities, inc. 100% disabled veterans*)  ............................Oct. 15-18 

ARCHERY............................Oct. 1-Nov. 14 & Dec. 1-Jan. 1 
*buck-only in the UP

REGULAR FIREARM ..............................................Nov. 15-30

MUZZLELOADING
Zones 1 & 2 ........................................................... Dec. 4-13
Zone 3 ..................................................................Dec. 4-20

LATE ANTLERLESS FIREARM (See Antlerless Deer Digest) .........Dec. 21-Jan. 1

*Check the 2015 Michigan Hunting and Trapping Digest for information on these special hunts and other notes.

ZORN BACKS BILLS TO DETER POACHERS
Michigan’s wildlife resources are second to none. When poachers take game 
illegally, they not only threaten the state’s animal populations, they undermine the 
rights of law-abiding hunters.

I supported legislation to toughen the fines and penalties for individuals convicted 
of the illegal killing, possessing, purchasing or selling of certain game or protected 
animals–elk, bear, moose, turkey and waterfowl and eagle–in Michigan. 

There have been several high profile poaching incidents over the past few years in 
which criminals have illegally taken game, sometimes selling their parts overseas. 
This legislation would help protect our wild game and preserve the integrity of 
Michigan’s long-standing hunting heritage.

Hunters can report a violation by calling the DNR’s Report All Poaching hotline at 
1-800-292-7800.

E-Mail: sendzorn@senate.michigan.gov  •  VISIT: www.SenatorDaleZorn.com

•  Two free-ranging deer in Ingham County tested positive  
for Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) this year. This is the first 
time the disease has been found in Michigan’s free-ranging deer 
population. For more information, including new rules in the  
Core CWD Area, visit www.michigan.gov/cwd, or check the  
2015 Hunting and Trapping Digest or Antlerless Deer Digest.

2015 RULE CHANGES IN LIMITED AREAS

Keep up to date on regulation changes and other news at www.michigan.gov/hunting.

•  Successive severe winters recently led the Natural 
Resources Commission to eliminate the harvest of 
antlerless deer in the UP this archery season. The 
decision makes deer and deer combo licenses used 
during bow season “buck-only” licenses in the UP. This 
change doesn’t affect firearm season.


