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Consult the Michigan Hunting and Trapping Digest for major regulation changes, seasons,  

license information and more. This guide, along with other specialized hunting digests,  

is available online at www.michigan.gov/dnrdigests. 
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DEAR FRIEND:

Michigan’s outdoor heritage is second to none. With a rich abundance of game animals, birds and 
diverse wildlife habitat, our state offers fantastic hunting opportunities.

Hunters in Michigan play an important role in wildlife conservation and management and contribute 
significantly to the state and local economies. What a great way to experience outdoor adventure and 
put food on the table, while helping support families and local businesses!

Before you head out, I wanted to send along this report with season dates, legislative news, and hunting 
information. I hope it is useful to you.

I am committed to preserving our hunting tradition. As always, please feel free to contact me with any 
questions or concerns. 

Best wishes for a safe and successful hunting season!

       Sincerely,

TOLL-FREE 855.347.8017

E-MAIL sendzorn@senate.michigan.gov  

VISIT www.SenatorDaleZorn.com  

  S TAT E  S E N ATO R  

DALE W. ZORN



NRC APPROVES NEW CWD REGULATIONS
Since Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) was first detected in a free-ranging deer in mid-Michigan 
in 2015, state officials have worked to contain the spread of the disease.

CWD — found in deer, elk, and moose —is contagious and always fatal to the animal. With new 
cases in new areas confirmed during the 2017 deer hunting season and this summer, the Natural 
Resources Commission (NRC) recently finalized new regulations to help protect the state’s deer 
herds for current and future generations of hunters.

Some of the rules include:

  •  Restricting natural deer urine-based lures and scents; 

  •  Expanding the CWD Management Zone and instituting an immediate feeding and baiting 
ban there, and enacting new regulations in the Core CWD Area;

  •  Prohibiting deer feeding and baiting across the Lower Peninsula beginning Jan. 31, 2019 with an 
exception for hunters with disabilities participating in the Liberty and Independence Hunts; and

  •  Expanding areas open to both the early and late antlerless seasons.

Find more detailed information and stay up-to-date on the regulations at www.mi.gov/cwd or 
check the 2018 Hunting Digest online at www.michigan.gov/dnrdigests.

Hunters are also reminded that Senate legislation signed into law last year also prohibits bringing 
deer, elk, or moose carcasses into Michigan when hunting outside the state as a way to further 
protect the health of our wild game.

To date, 23 states and two Canadian provinces have found CWD in both free-ranging and 
captive deer.
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ZORN SUPPORTS NEW LAW TO EXPAND YOUTH HUNTING

Michigan’s mentored youth hunting program is a great way to introduce young people 
to our state’s rich outdoor heritage by teaching them how to hunt, fish and trap safely. 

The program enables youth under the age of 10 to hunt turkey, deer and small game 
under adult supervision. A new law expands the program to allow young hunters to 
enter the drawings for available antlerless deer, bear or elk licenses and purchase 
them if they are successful in the lottery. Public Act 4 of 2018 offers young hunters 
more exciting opportunities to enjoy Michigan’s hunting traditions. 

Information on youth hunting is available at www.michigan.gov/mentoredhunting.

DEER HUNTING UPDATE
A LOOK AHEAD TO THE 2018 SEASON

EARLY ANTLERLESS FIREARM (See Antlerless Deer Digest) ............... Sept. 22-23

LIBERTY HUNT (youth, hunters with disabilities) ..................................... Sept. 22-23

INDEPENDENCE HUNT (hunters with disabilities)  ..............................Oct. 18-21 

ARCHERY ....................................Oct. 1-Nov. 14 & Dec. 1-Jan. 1, 2019

REGULAR FIREARM .....................................................................Nov. 15-30

MUZZLELOADING

Zones 1 & 2 ...................................................................................... Dec. 7-16

Zone 3 .............................................................................................. Dec. 7-23

LATE ANTLERLESS FIREARM (See Antlerless Deer Digest) ... Dec. 17-Jan. 1, 2019

*Check the 2018 Michigan Hunting and Trapping Digest  
for information on these special hunts and other notes.

A LOOK BACK AT 2017

In 2017, an estimated 574,000 hunters spent 

more than 8.7 million days afield. Those 

hunters harvested about 376,000 deer. 

Harvest increased by 10 percent between 

2016 and 2017.

Statewide, nearly 50 percent of hunters 

harvested a deer; about 15 percent harvested 

two or more deer. Approximately 6 percent 

of hunters statewide harvested two antlered 

bucks. During the 2017 archery season, about 

206,000 hunters used a crossbow, harvesting 

93,000 deer. About 11 percent of license 

buyers in 2017 were younger than 17 years old.

(Michigan Deer Harvest Survey Report 2017 Seasons; Wildlife Report No. 3656)

SAFETY IS NO ACCIDENT
Michigan recorded one hunting fatality last year. There were eight injury incidents reported for 2017, with half of the incidents 

attributed to careless handling of a firearm. Remember to hunt with safety in mind and follow all firearm safety rules. 

With outstanding inland water and coastal wetland resources, 
Michigan offers excellent opportunities for waterfowl hunting. More 
than 57,000 hunters harvested ducks and geese in the 2017 season.

Most state recreation areas are open to waterfowl hunting, as 
well as portions of some state parks. Be sure to check the 2018 
Waterfowl Digest to see if hunting is permitted at the area you 
have in mind and if there are any date restrictions. 

The Department of Natural Resources also manages seven premier 
waterfowl hunting areas in the Lower Peninsula.  Michigan’s 
Wetland Wonders provide waterfowl habitat for nesting and 
migration and are located at Harsens Island, Pointe Mouillee, 

Fennville Farm Unit, Fish Point, Muskegon County Wastewater 
Facility, Nayanquing Point, and Shiawassee River. More 
information, including special regulations and weekly updates, is 
available at www.michigan.gov/wetlandwonders. 

To hunt migratory waterfowl in Michigan, hunters age 16 and up 
must have a base license, waterfowl license and federal migratory 
bird hunting stamp (federal duck stamp). Licenses are available at 
DNR license agents or online at www.mdnr-elicense.com.

Visit www.michigan.gov/waterfowl for a link to the annual 2018 
Waterfowl Digest for season dates, bag limits, regulation changes, 
tips to identify ducks in flight and other helpful information.

WATERFOWL HUNTING

HUNTERS spend  
$2.3 billion 

each year on equipment  
and trip-related expenses

HUNTERS support  

35,500 jobs  
in Michigan

HUNTERS pay  
$289 million  
in state and local taxes


