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Michigan may have a reputation for its idyllic summer destinations, 
but those who call Michigan home know there is no more magical 
place than Michigan in the winter. 

With more than 3,000 miles of cross-country ski trails, nearly 1,000 
downhill ski runs, 6,400 miles of snowmobile trails, 11,000 inland 
lakes, and tens of thousands of miles of rivers and streams, there are 
endless outdoor adventures right around the corner.

Michigan is also home to a wide variety of family-friendly winter 
events and festivals. From small-town ice displays to world-class 
dogsled racing, communities across our state are alive with activity 
during the winter months.

This newsletter offers a small sampling of the many unique activities 
and events available. Additional information and even more 
activities can be found by visiting Michigan.org.

As always, I welcome your thoughts and ideas. Please do not 
hesitate to contact my office if you have questions or concerns 
about state government, or if we may be of assistance with a state 
government agency.

Best wishes for a safe and fun Michigan winter.

 Sincerely,
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Winter Events
AROUND THE STATE

Event details are subject to change.  
Please check ahead for cancellations or date changes that may occur.

NOVEMBER
16 - Dec. 24 Westland Wayne County Lightfest

17 - Dec. 30 Commerce Twp. Glenlore Trails Aurora

17 - Dec. 30 Clarkston Magic of Lights at Pine Knob

18-26 Dearborn Festival of Trees

18 - Dec. 31 Detroit Campus Martius Park Carriage Rides

20 - Jan. 21 Rochester The Big, Bright Light Show

22 - Dec. 23 Lake Orion Canterbury Village Holiday Stroll

24-26 Holly Holly Dickens Festival

24 - Jan. 7 Royal Oak Wild Lights at the Detroit Zoo

25 Milford Christmas Parade

25 Trenton The Vintage Market Mercantile: 
Kickoff to Christmas!

30 Milford Christmas Open House
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DECEMBER
1 Wixom Holiday Tree Lighting

1 Pontiac Christmas Tree of Hope Lighting

1 White Lake White Lake Tree Lighting

1-28 Dearborn Holiday Nights in Greenfield Village

1-31 Highland Festival of Trees & Holiday Photo Spot

2 South Lyon Candy Cane Hunt & Holiday 
Spectacular

2 Pontiac Holiday Extravaganza Parade & 
WinterFun Festival

2 Commerce Twp. Tree Lighting

2-3, 9-10 Holly Holly Dickens Festival

4 Walled Lake Tree Lighting Ceremony

4 Highland Kris Kringle Market & Tree Lighting

9 Wixom Breakfast with Santa

9 Clarkston Holiday Craft Fair

9 Springfield Twp. Davisburg Winter Market

9 Clarkston DIY Yule Log

9 Waterford Holiday Hoopla

9 Clarkston Holiday Lights Parade

14 Madison Heights Winter Tree Party

20 Clarkston Winter Tree Party

22, 26, 
28, 30 Milford Chickadee Chow Down



JANUARY
12 - March 10 Grand Rapids World of Winter

20 Clarkston Hibernation Investigation

28 - Feb. 3 Sault Ste. Marie I-500 Snowmobile Race



FEBRUARY
2-3 Negaunee Heikki Lunta Winter Festival

2-4 South Haven Ice Breaker Festival

2-4 Plymouth Plymouth Ice Festival

4 Berkley WinterFest

7-10 Marquette Michigan Tech Winter Carnival

7-11 Munising Michigan Ice Fest

10 Clarkston Pottery Workshop: Mini Succulent 
Garden

11 White Lake Winter Carnival

15-19 Marquette UP200, Midnight Run & Jack Pine 30

16-17 Roscommon Roscommon Chamber Of 
Commerce WinterFest

17 Bay City Family Winter Fun Fest

23-25 Charlotte Nordic Fire Festival

24 Madison Heights Maple Magic

MARCH
2 Traverse City Suds & Snow

16 Clarkston Maple Madness



For more information about  
Winter Free Fishing Weekend, visit  

Michigan.gov/dnr/things-to-do/
fishing/free-fishing.

Mark your calendar! During Michigan’s Winter Free Fishing 
Weekend, anglers have the perfect opportunity to try cold 
weather fishing and reel in favorites such as yellow perch, 
bluegill, pike, smelt and walleye.

Michigan residents and out-of-state visitors can enjoy 
great fishing during Michigan’s annual Winter Free Fishing 
Weekend — Feb. 17 and 18 — when all fishing license fees 
are waived. A DNR Recreation Passport will not be required 
at any state park or recreation area during the free fishing 
weekend. All fishing regulations still apply.

FREE 
FISHING 

WEEKEND

The free weekend, which lands on 
Feb. 17-18, comes as a result of 
Public Acts 55 and 56, passed by 
the Legislature in 2022. During these 
two days, snowmobilers can operate 
their machines without the need for a 
snowmobile registration or trail permit.

For more information on snowmobiling 
in Michigan, including trail maps, visit 
Michigan.gov/snowmobiling.

FREE SNOWMOBILE 
WEEKEND
The DNR has announced a  
free snowmobiling weekend.
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