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DEAR FRIEND:

As the days grow shorter and leaves start to turn, sportsmen and women head afield to enjoy 
Michigan’s great hunting tradition.

With an abundance of game animals and birds and diverse habitat, Michigan offers some of the 
finest hunting opportunities around. In fact, the sport attracts 768,000 hunters each year, generating 
$2.3 billion for the state’s economy.

As you plan your hunting trip, I am pleased to send along this report, including legislative news and 
information on season dates as well as a safety update. I hope you find it useful.

I am committed to protecting our hunting, fishing and Second Amendment rights. As always, please 
feel free to contact me with any comments or concerns.

Best wishes for a safe and successful hunting season!

 Sincerely,



STATE SENATOR KEN HORN  •  Toll-Free: 855.347.8032
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HORN SUPPORTS BILL TO HELP FIGHT  
CWD IN MICHIGAN DEER
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) is a deadly neurological disease that occurs in deer, elk and moose. 
A total of 24 states and two Canadian provinces have found CWD in both free-ranging and captive 
cervid. Since 2015, 11 captive and wild deer have tested positive for the disease in Michigan. 

I recently supported legislation to help protect our Michigan deer population. House Bill 4424 
prohibits hunters from importing a deer carcass or certain parts of a carcass into Michigan from 
another state and increases the penalties for violating the law. Hunters can still bring in finished 
taxidermy, hides and antlers as well as deboned meat or other parts that do not have any part of the 
spinal column or head attached.

Although only deer from Clinton, Ingham, Kent and Mecosta counties have tested positive for CWD, 
any regional threat to a healthy deer population is a statewide concern. There is no known connection 
between CWD and human health. 

Check the 2017 Michigan Hunting and Trapping Digest (www.michigan.gov/dnrdigests)  
for rules and regulations in the CWD core area and management zone or find news and updates  
at www.mi.gov/cwd.

SAFETY IS NO ACCIDENT
Michigan recorded two hunting fatalities last year. There were 12 injury incidents reported for 2016, with half of the incidents 

attributed to careless handling of a firearm. Remember to hunt with safety in mind and follow all firearm safety rules. 

GET IT DONE ONLINE
Buy your hunting license 

www.mdnr-elicense.com 

Find public hunting land 
www.michigan.gov/mihunt

Make campground reservations 
www.midnrreservations.com

Take a hunting safety class 
www.dnr.state.mi.us/recnsearch  

www.mi.gov/huntereducation (online course)

RAP HOTLINE ADDS  
TEXTING OPTION

The Report All Poaching (RAP) hotline (800-292-7800) now accepts text 
messages to report game and fish violations. Texting makes it more convenient 
for many people and it provides law enforcement with immediate information. 
Along with the phone/text hotline, the DNR provides a web-based reporting 
form at https:secure1.state.mi.us/rap although there may be a delay 

between when the complaint is submitted and when it is received. 

The Report All Poaching system was created by legislation in 1980 to address 
concerns about the detrimental effects of poaching. When poachers take game 
illegally, they not only threaten the wild game population, they undermine the 

rights of law-abiding sportsmen and women who follow the rules. 



DEER HUNTING UPDATE
A LOOK AHEAD TO THE 2017 SEASON

EARLY ANTLERLESS FIREARM (See Antlerless Deer Digest) ..........................Sept. 16-17

LIBERTY HUNT  
(youth, hunters with disabilities, including 100% disabled veterans*) .......................................Sept. 16-17

INDEPENDENCE HUNT 
(hunters with disabilities, including 100% disabled veterans*)  .............................................Oct. 19-22 

ARCHERY ................................................Oct. 1-Nov. 14 & Dec. 1-Jan. 1

REGULAR FIREARM .....................................................................Nov. 15-30

MUZZLELOADING

Zones 1 & 2 ...................................................................................... Dec. 1-10

Zone 3 ...............................................................................................Dec. 1-17

LATE ANTLERLESS FIREARM (See Antlerless Deer Digest) ........................ Dec. 18-Jan. 1

*Check the 2017 Michigan Hunting and Trapping Digest  
for information on these special hunts and other notes.

SMALL GAME HUNTING
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A LOOK BACK AT 2016

In 2016, an estimated 585,994 hunters spent 

more than 8 million days afield. Those hunters 

harvested about 348,000 deer.

Statewide, 44 percent of hunters harvested 

a deer; about 13 percent harvested two or 

more deer. Approximately 4 percent of hunters 

statewide harvested two antlered bucks. During 

the 2016 archery season, about 193,137 

hunters used a crossbow, harvesting 74,130 

deer. About 11 percent of license buyers in 

2016 were younger than 17 years old. 
(Michigan Deer Harvest Survey Report 2016 Seasons;  
Wildlife Report No. 3639)

HORN BACKS NEW LAW TO  
PROVIDE HUNTING LICENSE APP

Technology will soon make life a little more convenient for hunters 
enjoying their favorite outdoor sport. 

I supported Senate legislation — now law — that requires the DNR 
to develop smartphone applications that display an electronic 
copy of base hunting, waterfowl, and all-species fishing licenses 
for customers by March 1, 2018. Public Acts 461-463 of 2016 
also authorize the DNR to expand the mobile app to include 
information such as guides, maps, hunting boundaries and more.

With the app in hand, hunters won’t have to worry about lost 
licenses and will have quick access to other useful information.

Many sportsmen and women were introduced to Michigan’s hunting heritage at a young age 
by hunting small game with their family. Thousands of hunters continue to enjoy the challenges 
and opportunities presented by small game, waterfowl and upland game birds long after their 
first hunting experiences.  

A base hunting license entitles you to hunt rabbit, hare, squirrel (fox and gray, black 
phase included), pheasant, ruffed grouse, sharp-tailed grouse, woodchuck, woodcock 
(HIP endorsement required), quail, crow, coyote (applies to Michigan residents only) and 
waterfowl (with a federal waterfowl stamp and Michigan waterfowl hunting license, if 16 
years of age or older) during the open season for each species. 

Check the 2017 Michigan Hunting and Trapping Digest for season dates, bag limits and hunt areas. 


