Michigan

AGRICULTURE
2019

DEAR NEIGHBOR:
Michigan’s food and agriculture system is an economic force.
The state’s agri-food system contributes an estimated $104.7 billion in direct, indirect
and induced economic activity each year! As a major employer, the industry also
supports hometown jobs and opportunity across the state.
Along with the economic impact, farming is at the center of the quality of life we enjoy
in many of our rural communities.
I am committed to the continued growth and prosperity of Michigan agriculture and
am pleased to send along this legislative report. As always, please don’t hesitate to
contact me if I can be of assistance to you.
Best wishes for a productive season!
			Sincerely,

S TAT E S E N AT O R

KEN HORN
TOLL-FREE 855.347.8032

E-MAIL senkhorn@senate.michigan.gov
VISIT www.SenatorKenHorn.com

SINGLE FOOD SAFETY
RULES EASE OUT-OF-STATE
DISTRIBUTION
Legislation enacted into law last year creates
consistency for Michigan farmers and prevents dual
state and federal regulations.
Public Acts 92 and 93 of 2018 align Michigan
standards with federal food safety rules. The new law
provides uniform inspections and allows the Michigan
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
(MDARD) to support and educate growers and
processors about the new rules. As most companies
follow federal standards when buying, the law also
provides Michigan farmers with continued access to
national and international markets.

PEST ALERT:

Spotted Lanternfly

The spotted lanternfly was recently added to Michigan’s invasive species watch list.
The pest, native to Southeast Asia, sucks sap from host plants, including apples,
cherries, grapes, hops, oaks and maples. A mold that grows on honeydew
excretions can also harm the plant and cause death.
While not yet detected in Michigan, the spotted lanternfly is found in
Pennsylvania and several other states. State officials caution that “early
detection is vital for the protection of Michigan businesses and agriculture.”
Find more information, including color photos, at www.michigan.gov/invasives.
Click on Species Profile and then Insects.
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NEW LAW TO HELP PREVENT POTATO DISEASES

Michigan is a

TOP 10 STATE

for POTATO PRODUCTION
Planting diseased seed potatoes can put crops in
an entire region in jeopardy. Starting Jan. 1, 2021,
Public Act 94 of 2018 requires potato growers with
operations larger than one acre to plant only certified
seed potatoes. A certification of seeds can help
protect against diseases such as late blight, blackleg
and bacterial ring rot spreading among potato crops.
Michigan now joins most other potato-producing
states with similar requirements.

MICHIGAN is NUMBER 1 in the NATION FOR POTATOES used for making chips!
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98% of FARMS are
FAMILY OWNED
Farmers raise and grow
over 300 COMMODITIES
Home to 2,200 LICENSED

FOOD PROCESSORS

TOP PRODUCER of
dried beans, asparagus,
tart cherries, cucumbers,
Niagara grapes, squash
EXPORTS nearly $3 BILLION
annually in food & ag products

The Michigan Agriculture Environmental
Assurance Program (MAEAP) helps farms prevent
or reduce agricultural pollution risks. The voluntary
program is open to any Michigan farmer and
includes four systems of recognition: cropping;
livestock, farmstead, and forest; wetlands and
habitat. After becoming verified, a MAEAP sign
lets neighbors and consumers know the farm is
environmentally assured.
There are currently 5,000 MAEAP verifications
across the state. In 2018 that included 86 in
Saginaw County and 71 in Genesee County. Last
year, MAEAP-verified farms in these counties
produced the following environmental outcomes:
•S
 ediment reduced: 12,683

tons

•P
 hosphorous reduced: 20,293
•N
 itrogen reduced: 40,584

pounds

pounds

More information on the program is available at
www.maeap.org.

SENATOR HORN:
SENATE RESOLUTION 11
SALUTES FARM BUREAU
I recently co-sponsored a Senate resolution to
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the founding of
the Michigan Farm Bureau.
County extension agents and farmers from 57 counties
met at Michigan Agricultural College in 1919 to form what
was then called the Michigan State Farm Bureau. The
organization officially became the Michigan Farm Bureau
in 1944. As the state’s “voice for agriculture over the last
century,” we are proud to recognize the Farm Bureau’s
work to ensure the growth of Michigan food and farms.

2019

County Fairs

Come support the accomplishments of our
young people and enjoy a day of family-friendly
fun and entertainment!

Saginaw Co. Fair July 30-Aug. 3
Genesee Co. Fair Aug. 19-25
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