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DEAR NEIGHBOR:
Strong families are the cornerstone of our communities and the bedrock of our great nation.
My colleagues and I have worked to strengthen Michigan families by making our state a
destination for job growth and opportunity. At the same time, we have led efforts to help keep our
families and communities safe and secure.
I am pleased to send along this legislative report detailing several of these pro-family issues.
It is an honor to represent you in Lansing and I will continue to work hard on your behalf. Please
call on me if you have any questions or concerns or need assistance with any state matter.
I wish you and your family health and happiness!
		Sincerely,

S TAT E S E N AT O R

JIM
STAMAS

SENATE DISTRICT 36
TOLL FREE 855.347.8036
E-MAIL senjstamas@senate.michigan.gov
VISIT www.SenatorJimStamas.com
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SENATE APPROVES “CHOOSE LIFE” LICENSE PLATE
Earlier this year, the Senate adopted legislation to support the cause of life
and adoption.
I backed Senate legislation that would require the secretary of state to
develop and issue a “Choose Life” license plate. Revenue from sales of the
plate would be provided to nonprofit organizations that promote alternatives
to abortion, life-affirming services and media campaigns to promote
adoption as a positive choice for women with unplanned pregnancies.
“Choose Life” plates are currently available in 29 other states, raising more
than $21 million nationwide for the cause of life.
I am disappointed that the governor recently vetoed this bill. I will continue to
support efforts that promote life-saving programs as alternatives to abortion.

SAVINGS PROGRAM HELPS PEOPLE WITH
DISABILITIES ACHIEVE A BETTER LIFE EXPERIENCE
A new program will help disabled individuals in Michigan better lead independent lives.

The Michigan Achieving a Better Life Experience (MiABLE) account offers investment and tax incentives
for families who want to save and provide financial stability for individuals with disabilities. The savings
account can be used to cover costs that support their health, independence and quality of life, including
care, education, housing, and employment training, without jeopardizing the individual’s ability to qualify
for necessary assistance programs.
Find more information, including account eligibility, or register an account at www.miable.org.

STAMAS BACKS NEW LAWS TO
HELP PROTECT PREGNANT WOMEN
It’s hard to imagine someone would intentionally harm a pregnant woman
and potentially endanger two lives in doing so.
New laws increase protections for expectant mothers by expanding the
penalties for assaulting a pregnant woman. The crime will be treated as
a domestic violence crime with stricter punishment, especially for repeat
offenses, regardless of the attacker’s relationship to the woman.
In creating a new crime of assault and battery against a pregnant woman
and increasing the penalties, we can help protect mother and child from
terrible acts of violence.
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STAMAS SUPPORTS
NEW LAW TO MODERNIZE
VETERANS HOMES
Our veterans have made many sacrifices in service to our
country. We must make sure they have better access to safe
and quality long-term care.
I supported Senate legislation — now law — to establish
the Michigan Veterans’ Facility Authority. Under the new
law, the Authority has the ability to bond for the construction
of new state-of-the-art veteran facilities. The first phase will
site a home-like facility in Detroit and make much-needed
updates to the existing Grand Rapids Home for Veterans.
Future homes will be located in different areas of the state to
help keep veterans closer to family and friends.
The homes are expected to meet the standards of best
practices within the long-term care industry to ensure
veterans receive the high quality of care they have earned
through their service.
The Veterans Administration estimates that in the next 25
years, the percentage of veterans in Michigan 70 years of
age and older will increase from a third to nearly half of all
veterans living in the state.

RESOURCES
TO PROTECT
FAMILIES AND
COMMUNITIES
Keeping kids and adults safe
Children’s and Adult Protective
Services 1-855-444-3911
A safe alternative to infant abandonment
Safe Delivery of Newborns
Hotline 1-866-733-7733
Connecting human trafficking victims to
support and services
National Human Trafficking
Hotline 1-888-373-7888
Search for offenders in your community
Michigan Public Sex Offender
Registry www.michigan.gov/msp
Block adult content from your child’s
phone or electronic device
ProtectMIChild Registry
www.protectmichild.com
Confidentially report tips on potential
harm to students
OK2Say 1-855-565-2729;
Text 652729 (OK2SAY)

STAMAS BACKS NEW LAWS TO PROTECT
INDIVIDUALS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
It can be frightening when a loved one is missing or has wandered away. Now parents and guardians will
have some peace of mind if that happens thanks to legislation signed into law earlier this year.
Sometimes, individuals with special needs may not be able to assist law enforcement officers in helping to
reunite them with their family and caregivers. Public Acts 24 and 25 of 2017 allow parents and guardians
to voluntarily have photographs and fingerprints of their special needs children and adults entered into
a statewide system to aid in identifying them and contacting their families more quickly. The program is
voluntary and information must be removed from the databases if requested by the parent or caregiver.
This new tool will help protect vulnerable individuals and keep them safer.
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