BOATING & Fishing
2018

DEAR FRIEND:
In Michigan you’re never more than six miles from a lake or stream, or a short drive from one of the
Great Lakes. Whether sailing with friends or fishing with the grandkids, there’s a lifetime of Michigan
memories to be made!
Our fantastic water resources attract millions of anglers and boaters each year. Along with providing
family fun and adventure, boating and fishing generate billions of dollars to the state’s economy and
provide important support to local businesses and communities as well.
Before you head out to enjoy Michigan’s great outdoors, I am pleased to send this report, including
legislative news, safety information and more. As always, I welcome your suggestions on ways to
preserve our sporting heritage.
Best wishes for a safe summer on the water!
Sincerely,

S TAT E S E N AT O R

JIM
STAMAS
TOLL-FREE 855.347.8036
E-MAIL senjstamas@senate.michigan.gov
VISIT www.SenatorJimStamas.com

FISH STOCKING
More than two million anglers enjoy fishing in Michigan, adding more than
$2.4 billion annually to the state’s economy.
Last year, the DNR stocked more than 25 million fish at inland and Great
Lakes sites to ensure there are plenty of fishing opportunities. Six state and
two cooperative hatcheries produce the species and size needed by fisheries
managers. Stocked fish include cool water species such as walleye, muskellunge,
northern pike and sturgeon, and cold water species such as trout and salmon.
Visit the fish stocking database at www.michigandnr.com/fishstock for more
detailed information.

STAMAS UPDATES EFFORTS TO STOP INVASIVE CARP
Michigan is taking a leadership role in keeping invasive carp from entering
the Great Lakes by spearheading the new Great Lakes Basin Partnership
to Block Asian Carp. Other founding members include Ohio, Wisconsin and
Ontario. The coalition supports a plan by the Army Corps of Engineers to
install fish deterrents at the Brandon Road Lock & Dam in Joliet, IL. Visit
www.BlockAsianCarp.org for more information.
Michigan’s Invasive Carp Challenge also recently announced the winners of
a global search to find innovative solutions to deter invasive carp. Proposals
were assessed based on feasibility, potential effectiveness and environmental
and human impacts.
Invasive carp pose a serious threat to the $7 billion fishing industry and the
$16 billion boating industry in the Great Lakes.

STAMAS OPPOSES FEES
ON CANOES, KAYAKS
SEARCH FOR
BOATING ACCESS SITES
Michigan offers easy boating access to the state’s
fantastic water resources. In fact, more than 1,300 public
boating access sites and 80 public harbors and marinas
provide boaters with a spot to launch their boat.
The Michigan Recreational Boating Information System
(MRBIS) allows boaters to locate and map access sites
across the state. Individual sites include a detailed ramp
description and available features such as parking, fees,
restrictions, restroom availability and identified game fish.
Visit www.mcgi.state.mi.us/MRBIS to search by location,
waterbody or fish finder.

STATE SENATOR

An increasing number of people are canoeing, kayaking and
paddle boarding in northern Michigan — contributing to our
economy and supporting tourism.
I recently cosponsored a Senate resolution opposing the Michigan
State Waterways Commission’s recommendation to impose new
registration fees on these watercraft.
Most watercraft registration fees go toward lake patrols and
launch maintenance. Since canoers and kayakers often prefer
rivers or streams, they would see little to no benefit from the new
fees. Plus, state recreation passports already pay to maintain state
launch sites and the commission has existing funding sources for
water access improvements.
Any new fees would require legislative approval, and I will do all
I can to stop unnecessary fees on canoes or kayaks.
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STAMAS SUPPORTS CLEANUP EFFORTS
Boaters and anglers can help clean and beautify our rivers and shorelines
under legislation recently signed into law.
Public Acts 78 and 79 of 2018 reinvigorate the Adopt-a-River and Adopta-Shoreline programs. Modeled after the popular Adopt-a-Highway and
Adopt-a-Park programs, the efforts encourage volunteer groups to remove
litter along rivers and riverbanks and shorelines within state parks and
state recreation areas.
The DNR will administer the programs. Until more information is available,
interested groups may contact their local state park or recreational area.

SAFE BOATING STARTS WITH
WEARING YOUR LIFE JACKET
Family fun starts with safety on the water — and that means wearing
a life jacket or personal flotation device (PFD).
The U.S. Coast Guard reports that 90 percent of people who drown
in a boating accident would have survived if they had been wearing
a life jacket. Michigan has specific requirements on who must wear a
PFD, including:
•C
 hildren less than 6 years of age must wear a Type I or Type II
PFD when riding in the open deck area of a boat.
•E
 ach person operating, riding on or being towed behind a
personal watercraft (jet ski) must wear a Type I, Type II or Type III
PFD (not an inflatable device).
•E
 ach person less than 12 years of age riding or being towed, behind
a personal watercraft (jet ski) must wear a Type I or Type II PFD.
In addition, boats must be equipped with a PFD that is readily accessible
for each person on board. Find specific rules for boats and detailed
information on the types of PFDs at www.michigan.gov/boating.

WEEKLY FISHING REPORT
With more than 150 species of native and naturalized
fish, Michigan offers great freshwater fishing! Check
the Michigan Weekly Fishing Report for regional fishing
news and fishing tips. Access it online at www.michigan.
gov/fishingreport or by phone at 855-777-0908.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR FREE FISHING FUN
The future of fishing in Michigan depends on
the next generation of anglers. Start a new
family tradition during Michigan’s Summer
Free Fishing Weekend! The 2018 event runs
from June 9-10.

sites and state parks and recreation areas is
free of charge this weekend.

All fishing license fees are waived on these
two days, though all other fishing regulations
apply. Entry into state public boating access

The June 9-10 date also marks one of the
summer’s Free ORV weekends. Find out more
at www.michigan.gov/orvinfo.

Details on sponsored and state park events is
available at www.michigan.gov/freefishing.
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