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DEAR NEIGHBOR:
Good things happen with hard work and determination!
Our efforts to create a better environment for job growth through commonsense
reforms and sound budgets are paying dividends. While the state economy once
ranked near the bottom, Michigan was recently named a top 10 state for its
competitive business climate!
Good jobs are being added every day and the unemployment rate is near a 17-year
low. Yet there remains much to do. I am committed to continuing our work to build a
strong Michigan, one that provides even more opportunities for our families.
This legislative report features a budget update along with news on tax relief,
school safety and auto insurance reform. I would also like to
highlight some of my work to streamline government.
It is an honor to be your voice in Lansing. Please do not hesitate to
contact me with any questions or if you need assistance with any
state matter. Your concerns are important to me and I look forward
to hearing from you.
Sincerely,
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BUDGET FOCUS IS ON FAMILIES
For the eighth consecutive year, we wrapped up the state budget months
ahead of time. Our 2019 spending plan balances the books while
reflecting the top priorities of Michigan families.
Important investments include:
• $14.8 billion for K-12 education — the most in our state’s history;
• $58 million in school safety initiatives to help protect our children;
•R
 oad funding boost of $330 million, bringing our total added
investment in roads and infrastructure to $2.4 billion since 2017;
• Funds to train another 155 state police troopers; and
•N
 early $141 million in skilled trades training to prepare workers for
in-demand jobs.
The plan also funds programs to protect our most vulnerable, support
our veterans and preserve our Great Lakes. And mindful that we should
prepare for future economic changes, we increased the state’s saving
account to $1 billion.
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STAMAS BACKS
BILLS TO IMPROVE
AUTO INSURANCE
I know Michigan’s high auto insurance rates are
a hardship for many drivers. I supported Senate
legislation to help lower costs and better protect
insurance customers.
Under Senate Bill 787, Michigan residents
age 65 or older could choose a capped plan
to avoid paying higher rates when they go on
Medicare. Senate Bill 1014 would create the
Michigan Automobile Insurance Fraud Authority
to tackle waste and deceit, estimated at $400
million each year. Reducing fraud would benefit
all Michigan drivers. The legislation has been
sent to the House for consideration.

STAMAS SUPPORTS

ROAD FUNDING
Michigan residents and business owners are keenly aware of the
poor condition of our roads, and they want them fixed.
Earlier this year I supported legislation to move up $175 million
in road funding to the current year to put into improving our
aging roads and bridges. Along with a funding increase of $330
million in the 2019 state budget, our new investment in roads
and infrastructure totals $2.4 billion since 2017.
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The road funds will help make much-needed upgrades to help
protect Michigan drivers and support our growing economy.
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STAMAS BILLS TO
BOOST GOVERNMENT
ACCOUNTABILITY SIGNED
Taxpayers deserve to know their hard-earned dollars are
used efficiently and effectively in Lansing.
I sponsored legislation — now law — to repeal costly and
unnecessary reports that were outdated, onerous, covered by
other departments or featured information already available
online. The reforms were part of Senate work to streamline
state government and increase accountability.
Being a part of the community is very important. Recently I had the chance
to join Gladwin Meals on Wheels to help provide meals for seniors.

Limited tax resources are better spent addressing the issues
facing Michigan families and businesses every day.

STAMAS: NEW LAWS
IMPROVE MICHIGAN
Tax relief for Michigan families Tax reform gradually
boosts the state’s personal exemption by $600 to $4,900 by
2021 to help taxpayers keep more of their own money.
(SB 748; PA 38 of 2018)

Help for victims of sexual assault Legal protections extend
the criminal and civil statutes of limitations for survivors of
criminal sexual conduct, allowing them time to report their
experiences and seek justice. The new laws come in the wake of
the horrible Nassar scandal. (SB 871 and 872; PA 182 and 183 of 2018)
Set Medicaid work requirement To encourage employment
in our growing economy, adults enrolled in Healthy Michigan
must work an average of 80 hours per month or participate
in job or education training. The law doesn’t affect seniors,
pregnant women or people with disabilities. (SB 897; PA 208 of 2018)
Good Jobs for Michigan Reform encourages large-scale
projects in the state that create high-wage jobs through capped
tax incentives for the job-creating companies.
(SB 242; PA 109 of 2017 and SB 243; PA 110 of 2017 and SB 244; PA 111 of 2017)

Fight opioid addiction To help combat prescription drug
and opioid abuse, new laws require educating patients on the
dangers of painkiller addiction, cracking down on “pill mills,”
and ensuring better reporting by doctors to monitor the number
of opioids prescribed.
(HB 4408; PA 246 of 2017 and SB 270; PA 247 of 2017 and SB 166 and 167;
PA 248 and 249 of 2017 along with several other bills)

STAMAS SUPPORTS
SCHOOL SAFETY PLAN
In today’s world, it’s more important than ever that our
children have a safe place to learn. My priority is to make
sure schools have the resources and training to best protect
our students and teachers.
I supported a Senate plan that would create the Office of
School Safety within the State Police to offer staff training
and update school safety practices. Other provisions would
develop training standards for active violence situations and
permanently extend the OK2SAY confidential tip program.
Another part of the plan would require schools to work with
local law enforcement to conduct regular safety assessments
and consult with them on new construction or building
renovations. Schools would also be required to report threats
of violence and provide emergency contact information to the
State Police.
In addition to these bills, the state budget provides
$58 million for school safety initiatives such as mental health
programs and safety improvement grants.
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