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DEAR NEIGHBOR:
With four great seasons, scenic beauty and friendly communities, Michigan is truly a
wonderful place to live!
Our seniors have worked hard to help make Michigan the great state it is today. I want
to make sure we work to protect the safety and well-being of our older adults so they can
continue to enjoy all Michigan has to offer.
I am pleased to send along this report with legislative news as well as helpful consumer,
health and travel information.
As always, please don’t hesitate to call on me with any questions or concerns, or if you need
assistance with any state matter.
May you and yours be blessed with health and happiness!
Sincerely,

STATE SENATOR

JIM
STAMAS
SENATE DISTRICT 36
TOLL FREE 855.347.8036
E-MAIL senjstamas@senate.michigan.gov
VISIT www.SenatorJimStamas.com

SENIOR UPDATE
STAMAS SUPPORTS NEW LAW TO
ADD WORLD WAR II LEGACY
MEMORIAL FUND TAX CHECKOFF
Michigan played a very important role during World War II. Along with the
620,000 residents who served in the armed forces, America’s “Arsenal of Democracy”
served as the industrial center of the war effort.
A new law will help an effort to honor the Michigan residents who served in military
roles and on the home front and provide an enduring tribute to the 15,458 service
members who lost their lives. The law will add an income tax checkoff for taxpayers to
voluntarily contribute to the Michigan World War II Legacy Memorial Fund.
Set to be built in southeast Michigan, the memorial will also educate future generations
about the stories and sacrifices of Michigan’s heroes during the Second World War.
(Senate Bills 816 and 817; Public Acts 256 and 257 of 2018)

ADULT IMMUNIZATIONS
Immunizations can help protect people from vaccine-preventable diseases that can cause serious health problems.
Fall usually ushers in the start of flu season. Health officials recommend an annual shot for the regular, seasonal flu. In addition, the
federal Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines recommend a single dosage of the pneumonia vaccines for people 65 years and
older. Adults 60 years and older can also get a zoster vaccine to reduce the risk of getting shingles. More information is available at
www.cdc.gov/vaccines or www.michigan.gov/immunizations.

Be sure to talk to your doctor about what shots are appropriate for you and your medical condition.

SCAMS FOCUSING ON SENIORS
•M
 EDICARE CARD. People with Medicare will receive a free replacement card between April 2018
and April 2019. The new card has a unique Medicare number instead of your Social Security number.
If you are called by someone wanting you to pay for the card or threatening to cancel your health
benefits if you don’t share your new number, call Medicare at 1-800-633-4227.
•G
 RANDPARENTS SCAM. Some scammers try to impersonate a grandson or granddaughter
who is in trouble and needs money immediately. Hang up and try to contact the grandchild or other
family members directly. Don’t send money unless you have verified that your grandchild truly needs
assistance.
• T AX SCAM. Some criminals claim to be tax officials demanding cash payments. Michigan Treasury
or IRS officials won’t ask for credit or debit card numbers over the phone, threaten to immediately
arrest the taxpayer, or demand that taxes be paid without an opportunity to question or appeal the
amount owed. Report scams to the IRS at 1-800-366-4484.
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STAMAS BACKS AUTO
NO-FAULT REFORM
The cost of auto insurance is a burden for many Michigan seniors.
I recently supported legislation to help lower costs and better
protect consumers.

PLAN YOUR FALL
ROAD TRIP
Many seniors enjoy autumn road trips when the foliage
is spectacular and the pace is more relaxed! Visit
www.michigan.org for ideas for fall getaway tours and
destinations as well as a fall color tracker.

Senate Bill 787 would allow Michigan residents age 65 or older
to have the option to choose a capped auto insurance plan that
would preserve their benefits. Seniors who choose this plan would
have their catastrophic claims assessment significantly reduced.
Medicare would cover remaining expenses after the $50,000 limit
is reached.
Senate Bill 1014 would create a fraud unit in the attorney general’s
office to fight waste and deceit, estimated at $400 million annually.
Both bills have been sent to the House for consideration.

SNOWBIRDS CAN
RENEW EARLY
If you are headed to a warmer climate this winter, you can
renew your driver’s license and vehicle plates before hitting
the road.
Motorists can renew plates up to six months before they
expire online at www.ExpressSOS.com or at a Secretary of
State branch office. Driver’s licenses and ID cards can be
renewed up to a year in advance.
Find more information at www.Michigan.gov/sos or call the
Department of State Information Center to speak to a customer
service representative at 888-SOS-MICH (767-6424).

SENATOR JIM STAMAS’ SENIOR HOTLINES
Here is a list of numbers to call for information of interest to seniors and their families.
Many, but not all, are toll-free. Note: numbers are subject to change.
Alzheimer’s Association.............................................1-800-272-3900
American Cancer Society..........................................1-800-227-2345
American Council of the Blind ..................................1-800-424-8666
American Diabetes Association................................1-800-342-2383
American Heart Association...................................... 1-800-242-8721
Arthritis Foundation.....................................................1-800-283-7800
Cancer Information Service.......................................1-800-422-6237
Consumer Protection Agency.................................... 1-877-765-8388
DHHS Protective Services...........................................1-855-444-3911
Do Not Call List (Sign Up)......................................... 1-888-382-1222
Healthcare Fraud........................................................1-800-242-2873
Legal Hotline for Seniors ........................................... 1-800-347-5297

MDOT Pothole Hotline...............................................1-888-296-4546
Medicare Inquiry........................................................1-800-633-4227
Medicare/Medicaid Assist. Program........................1-800-803-7174
Michigan Parkinson’s Foundation............................. 1-800-852-9781
MI Long Term Care Ombudsman.............................1-866-485-9393
Social Security..............................................................1-800-772-1213
Taxpayer Information (State)..................................... 1-517-636-4486
Taxpayer Information (Federal) ............................... 1-800-829-1040
Utilities (Public Service Commission)........................1-800-292-9555
Veterans Affairs Agency.............................................1-800-642-4838
Veterans Information & Assistance............................ 1-800-827-1000
Senator Jim Stamas.............................. 1-855-347-8036
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