SNOWMOBILE
DEAR FRIEND:

UPDATE 2017

Michigan is snowmobile country! Our state’s scenic beauty, outstanding trail
network and warm hospitality provide a great riding experience.
The sport is an economic force as well. In fact, snowmobiling generates hundreds
of millions of dollars for the economy each year and helps support many “mom and
pop” businesses in communities across Michigan.
This snowmobile news update includes safety tips and information on snow events,
the trail system and winter fishing. For details on rules, regulations and links to other
resources, be sure and visit www.michigan.gov/snowmobiling.
I hope you and your family have a safe and exciting snowmobile season. Please do
not hesitate to contact me if I can be of assistance with any state issue.
Happy Trails!
Sincerely,

S TAT E S E N AT O R

WAYNE A.

SCHMIDT
TOLL FREE 855.347.8037
E-MAIL senwschmidt@senate.michigan.gov
VISIT www.SenatorWayneSchmidt.com

SNOWMOBILE
ADVENTURE ON THE TRAIL

UPDATE 2017

Michigan’s 6,200-mile snowmobile trail system is one of
the finest in snow country! The interconnected trail network
cuts through open countryside and scenic state and
national forests, and in many areas offers easy access to
friendly Up North towns.
Maintenance of the trail system is funded by revenue from
sales of the snowmobile trail permit that is required to
operate a snowmobile in Michigan (except for a few exemptions). The sticker is valid for one year,
which begins on Oct. 1 and ends on Sept. 30 of the following year.
Trail permits can be purchased online at www.mdnr-elicense.com, from Michigan Snowmobile
Association (www.msasnow.org) trail permit agents, from DNR hunting and fishing license vendors,
and at DNR customer service centers.
Trail maps are available online by region and county at www.michigan.gov/snowmobiling. The PDF
maps can be printed or saved to your computer or mobile device. You can also search for snowmobile
trails at the Pure Michigan website (www.michigan.org/snowmobiling) or check with local businesses
and chambers of commerce.

BE A GOOD SPORT! About 50% of the snowmobile trail system
is located on private lands. The other half of the network is located on federal,
state and other public lands.

A SPECIAL SEASON FOR OUTDOOR FUN
The fun really heats up when winter’s chill sets in and the snow starts to fly. Michigan offers
so many opportunities for outdoor adventure, you’ll wish winter would never end!
•M
 ore than

6,200 groomed snowmobile trails

•M
 ore than

3,000 miles of cross country ski trails

•M
 ore than

2,000 miles of dog sledding trails

•5
 1 downhill ski areas, including highest vertical drop
in the Midwest
•1
 6 state parks and recreation areas offer winter camping
• L uge track at Muskegon Winter Sports Complex is
1 OF 4 in the United States

40 ski areas and resorts welcome snowboarding
•O
 ver 11,000 inland lakes for ice fishing
•M
 ore than

Visit www.michigan.org for more information on winter sports and activities.

STATE SENATOR WAYNE A. SCHMIDT • Toll-Free: 855.347.8037

SCHMIDT RECOGNIZED AT I-500 CEREMONY
I had the great honor in September of welcoming to the state Capitol the organizers of the Sault Ste. Mariebased I-500 snowmobile race for a special ceremony to celebrate the groundbreaking of a new, state-ofthe-art, multi-purpose building project at the
site of the race, which was held in August.
The project received a $250,000 grant from
the state and additional local funding, and
it is expected to be complete in time for next
year’s 49th annual race. Each year the I-500
attracts thousands of attendees and millions
of dollars to the community, and the new
building will feature VIP rooms and a kitchen
area to feed the hundreds of volunteers who
work to make the race a success. The I-500
is great for the U.P. and great for Michigan,
and I am glad that it will continue to thrive
with this new building.

SCHMIDT: ANGLERS MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Michigan’s Free Winter Fishing Weekend provides a great opportunity to enjoy
winter fishing through the ice or along open water.
On February 18 and 19, 2017, all fishing license fees are waived for residents
and out-of-state visitors on both inland and Great Lakes waters. All fishing
regulations still apply.
Visit www.michigan.gov/freefishing for information on special events and
activities. Please note, during this special weekend a DNR Recreation Passport
will not be required at any state park or recreation area.
Access the Weekly Fishing Report at www.michigan.gov/fishing or call toll-free
1-855-777-0908 for general fishing conditions around the state.

2017 SNOW EVENTS
Many communities across Michigan celebrate the great outdoors during this
special season. Local festivals may feature ice carving, polar plunges and more.
Check the Pure Michigan event calendar at www.michigan.org. Events that draw
visitors from around the Midwest and Canada include:
Tip-Up Town USA, Houghton Lake
January 20-21 and January 27-28 — www.visithoughtonlake.com/tipuptown.shtml
International 500 Snowmobile Race
Sault Ste. Marie, Jan. 30 – Feb. 4 — www.i-500.com
The UP 200, Midnight Run (Marquette) & Jack Pine 30 (Gwinn) sled dog races
Feb. 16-19 — www.up200.org
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