
DEAR NEIGHBOR:
Agriculture is vital to Michigan’s economy. Our food and agriculture industry 
contributes $104.7 billion annually to our state’s economy and accounts for nearly  
17% of Michigan’s employment. What started in the 1800s as a state that only grew 
winter wheat has blossomed into one of the most diverse states in the country in terms 
of crop variety. Michigan is leading the nation in nearly every category from asparagus 
and apples to corn and Christmas trees!

However, it’s about more than just the numbers. Agriculture is part of our culture, our 
heritage, and our way of life. Michigan is home to more than 6,000 Centennial and 
Sesquicentennial Farms. Rural and farming communities make up the majority of our 
cities and townships, and farming is a way of enjoyed by Michiganders of all ages. 

I remain committed to the continued growth and prosperity of Michigan agriculture 
and am pleased to send along this legislative report. As always, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me if I can be of assistance to you. 

Best wishes for a productive season! 

       Sincerely,
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MICHIGAN’S 
THRIVING POULTRY 
INDUSTRY 
While the number of individual poultry farms has 
decreased over the years, the number of birds 
raised in Michigan continues to increase year after 
year. Each of the poultry sectors – egg layers, 
chickens and turkeys – are projected to increase 
in Michigan over the next five years. This is great 
news for the entire farming community! As the 
poultry sector grows, crop farms and businesses 
that support the poultry industry will grow to 
meet the needs of ever-increasing poultry farms. 

Annually, Michigan farmers raise nearly 6.2 million 
broilers, 5.3 million turkeys and 15 million laying 
hens! These farms represent more than 30,000 
good-paying jobs and a total economic impact  
of nearly $8.53 billion on the state’s economy.

Michigan Farms REPRESENT

30,000 

GOOD-PAYING JOBS

The pandemic forced us to use technology to conduct business that was once only 
conducted in person. Even as restrictions were lifted, many organizations recognized 
the benefits of allowing members to participate in meetings virtually. Public Act 54 
of 2021 amended the Open Meetings Act to allow agricultural commodity groups 
the option to conduct meetings virtually for any circumstance. Travel time to attend 
meetings during certain times of the year can be challenging for members of 
agricultural commodity boards due to planting, spraying, or harvesting.

McBROOM SUPPORTS $1.4B AGRICULTURE INVESTMENT

McBROOM SUPPORTS VIRTUAL 
MEETINGS LEGISLATION 

Senate Republicans recently introduced legislation that would direct $1.4 billion to prioritize 
local growing, processing, and distribution of Michigan food products — securing our food 
supply chain by shortening the time and distance from soil to store shelves.

Senate Bill 885 would invest $350 million in food distribution security and stability grants; 
$45 million to help operate and expand farm markets; and $15 million to help local food 
banks purchase fresh produce, dairy products, and meat and seafood products.

The bill also invests in rural development, including:

 • $350 million to support agriculturally beneficial infrastructure projects;

 •  $100 million to help communities that did not receive enough federal broadband 
funding to complete a full-scale installation; and

 •  $50 million to assist agricultural operations to meet Michigan Agriculture 
Environmental Assurance Program (MAEAP) certifications.
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Michigan

47,641 Total Farms

338 Farmers Markets

$104.7B 
Economic Activity Each Year

AGRICULTURE

HOME TO JUST UNDER  

10 MILLION  
Acres of Farmland

The Michigan Agriculture Environmental 
Assurance Program (MAEAP) helps farms prevent 
or reduce agricultural pollution risks. The voluntary 
program is open to any Michigan farmer and 
includes four systems of recognition: cropping; 
livestock; farmstead; and forest, wetlands and 
habitat. After becoming verified, a MAEAP sign 
lets neighbors and consumers know the farm is 
environmentally assured. 

There are currently OVER 5,000 MAEAP 
verifications across the state. In 2021 that included 
53 newly verified systems in Alger, Baraga, Delta, 
Dickinson, Gogebic, Houghton, Iron, Keweenaw, 
Marquette, Menominee, Ontonagon, and 
Schoolcraft Counties. Last year, MAEAP-verified 
farms in these counties produced the following 
environmental outcomes: 

   •  Sediment reduced: 23 tons
   •  Phosphorus reduced: 37 pounds
   •  Nitrogen reduced: 74 pounds
More information on the program  
is available at www.maeap.org. 

MAEAP UPDATES

McBROOM VOTES  
TO EXTEND MAEAP 

The Michigan Agriculture Environmental 
Assurance Program (MAEAP) was developed 
by a coalition of farmers, commodity groups, 
state and federal agencies, and conservation 
and environmental groups in 1998. MAEAP is 
a voluntary program that teaches farmers how 
to identify and prevent environmental issues 
and work to comply with state and federal 
environmental regulations. Public Act 123 of 
2021 extended this very successful program 
through 2026 and made some minor, but 
important updates. 

This innovative and proactive program 
helps farms of all sizes and all commodities 
voluntarily prevent agricultural environmental 
issues. According to the MAEAP 2021 Annual 
Legislative Report, there have been 6,104 
statewide MAEAP verifications on 3,393 unique 
farms, representing the highest standards of 
environmental stewardship.

48,500 
ACRES OF Potatoes
490,000 

ACRES OF  

Winter Wheat
1.6M 

ACRES OF Corn

1.72M 
ACRES OF 

Soybeans
31,000 

ACRES OF Apples
160,000 

ACRES OF 

Sugarbeets


