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DEAR NEIGHBOR:
I believe that every Michigan student should have access to a 
world-class education. That means students should have options 
whether they are pursuing a path to college or career in a skilled 
trade. Families must be empowered to make the best decision for 
their kids’ needs and circumstances. 

Under the leadership of the Senate, K-12 school funding has gone 
up every year for more than a decade, and in 2021 we were able to 
equalize funding among K-12 schools. That means for the first time 
since the passage of Proposal A in 1994, every school in Michigan 
received the same minimum amount per student. 

This year, we have once again passed a bipartisan education budget 
that invests in our highest priority: our children. As our students 
prepare to head back to the classroom, I am pleased to share this 
Back-to-School report and highlight a few of the important school-
related issues we have been working on in Lansing. 

Best wishes for a great school year!

 Sincerely,

KEEPING KIDS SAFE AT SCHOOL
Schools must be a safe place for children to learn. In recent 
years, the Michigan Legislature has invested significant 
resources into enhancing school safety. We have also passed 
laws to add safety measures to make classrooms more secure 
if an intruder enters a school. 

Public Act 48 of 2022 removed restrictions allowing schools 
to install temporary door locking devices. Door barricade 
locks have been successful in protecting students in school 
buildings across the country. This new law makes it easier for 
schools to install these devices in more areas of a school and 
removed the red tape schools faced during installation.
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McBROOM: SCHOOLS 
ONCE AGAIN FUNDED  
AT RECORD LEVELS
Since the passage of Proposal A in 1994, a gap has existed in 
the per-student funding each school received. In the 2022 fiscal 
year, that gap was finally closed when all Michigan public schools 
received the same minimum amount of per-pupil funding.

The fiscal year 2023 budget maintains the equalized funding for 
all students that was reached in 2022 and further increases the 
minimum foundation allowance by $450 to $9,150 per student. 

“I believe that every Michigan 
student should have access to 
a world-class education.”  
— ED McBROOM
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Over the last few years, Michigan – along with other states 
– has experienced an ongoing teacher shortage. In an effort 
to address this crisis, the Legislature is removing barriers 
that might keep qualified teachers out of classrooms. Earlier 
this year, Senate Bill 118 was signed into law as Public Act 

15 of 2021. This law removes the financial burden on school 
districts trying to address teacher and counselor shortages in 
their schools by allowing districts to employ teachers during 
the credentialing process and reduce or eliminate penalties 
imposed on a district if it employs someone who is not fully 
credentialed. 

In addition, Senate Bill 726 would help alleviate the 
substitute teacher shortage that is currently plaguing schools 
across our state. The bill would reduce the wait time from 12 
to four months for retired school employees to return to work 
as substitute teachers without impacting their retirement 
benefits and eliminates the cap on earnings for those who 
return to substitute teach.

McBROOM: NEW LAW TO  
ADDRESS TEACHER SHORTAGE

Our students are still recovering from learning losses and mental health effects 
that have occurred as a result of extended unilateral school shutdowns that 
have taken place during the past two years. To help, the Senate passed budget 
plan dedicates $295 million for mental health assistance for students. This 
funding will allow for the training of more school mental health professionals 
and increase support for health clinics in schools.

The plan also includes $52 million for grants to help mitigate learning loss that 
was brought on by the pandemic and the resulting disruption of in-person 
instruction across our state. Our students need help to stay on track and our 
budget plan provides the resources they need to succeed.

PROVIDING HELP TO EVERY 
CHILD WHO NEEDS IT


